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Abstract
Background: During the past decade the malaria control community has been successful in dramatically
increasing the number of households that own mosquito nets. However, as many as half of nets already in
households go unused. This study examines the factors associated with use of nets owned in Ghana.
Methods: The data come from an August 2008 survey in Ghana of households with a pregnant woman or a
guardian of a child under five, conducted during the rainy season. 1796 households were included in this analysis,
which generated a sample of 1,852 mosquito nets. Using each net owned as the unit of analysis, multivariate
logistic regression was used to examine the relationship of net used last night with 23 potentially explanatory
variables having to do with characteristics of the household, of the respondent, and of the net. Odds Ratios, pvalues, and confidence intervals were calculated for each variable to develop an explanatory model.
Results: The final multivariate model consisted of 10 variables statistically associated with whether or not the net
was used the prior night: rural location, lower SES, not using coils for mosquito control, fewer nets in the
household, newer nets and those in better condition, light blue colour, higher level of education of the guardian
of the child under five, knowing that mosquitoes transmit malaria, and paying for the net instead of obtaining it
free of charge.
Conclusions: The results of this study suggest that net use would increase in Ghana if coloured nets were made
available in mass distributions as well as in the commercial market; if programmes emphasize that malaria is
caused only by night-biting mosquitoes, and that nets protect against mosquitoes better than coils and need to
be used even if coils are burning; if donated nets are replaced more frequently so that households have nets that
are in good condition; and if there were support for the commercial market so that those who can afford to
purchase a net and want to choose their own nets can do so.
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Background
During the past decade, the malaria control community
has been successful in dramatically increasing the number of households that own mosquito nets – particularly
ITNs (insecticide-treated nets) and LLINs (long-lasting
insecticide-treated nets) – via programmes that made
nets available commercially, at subsidized prices, and
free of charge to families via mass distributions. However, as many as half of nets owned by households go
unused [1-3], and there are few systematic studies to
understand why a family would not use a net already
present in the house. Most studies of net use attempt to
explain why vulnerable groups such as children under
five or pregnant women are or are not under a net
[4-10] or describe which household members use the

household’s net(s) [11-13]. Few studies seeking to document and understand use and non-use of nets owned
look at all the nets in the sample to measure the proportion used the prior night and analyse the factors
associated with their use, including characteristics of the
net itself.
The present study analyses the factors related to use
of mosquito nets – including ITNs, LLINs, and
untreated nets – owned in Ghana. Understanding why a
net already in the household is used or not is essential
for malaria control efforts. No matter how effective a
mosquito net is in the laboratory, it cannot provide optimal protection unless it is used.
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Methods
Study approach

The data come from a household survey on mosquito
nets conducted in Ghana in August 2008 during the
rainy season, as part of systematic monitoring carried out
by the USAID-funded NetMark Project at AED [14]. The
survey included an enumeration of each net in the household and information about size, shape, colour, source,
cost, treatment status (ITN/LLIN or not), and whether or
not it had been slept under the prior night. In this article,
the term “net” refers to any mosquito net owned by the
household, including ITNs, LLINs, and non-ITNs; all are
included in order to use treatment status as an independent variable. The exception is baby nets – small, nonhanging nets with a built-in frame – which have been
excluded from enumeration since families get them for
infants and keep them (unused) even when the child
grows out of it. In addition to questions on ownership
and use, the survey included questions on knowledge and
beliefs about mosquitoes and malaria; perceptions of
treated and untreated mosquito nets, use of other mosquito control products, and consumer preferences
regarding shape, colour, and size of nets.
The survey also included questions on ownership of
assets, household characteristics, and level of education
in order to develop a scale for socioeconomic status
(SES). Most of the variables were drawn from the Demographic and Health Surveys. Principal components analysis was used to derive factor scores, and households were
divided into quintiles based on their factor scores.
Sample

The sample consisted of 1,796 households from six of
the ten regions in Ghana: Accra, Ashanti, Central, Volta,
Northern, and Upper West. Using Ghana’s census data
from the year 2000, 180 localities were randomly
selected, with the number of localities selected per
region based on probability proportionate to the region’s
population size. Ten households per locality were
selected for interview by having the field team disperse
in different directions within the locality and screen for
eligibility. Eligible respondents were women of reproductive age (15-49 years old) who were pregnant or
mothers/guardians of a child under five years of age.
Only one respondent per household was interviewed. A
total of 1,800 interviews were conducted, but four
households were dropped from the dataset for insufficient data.
Data management and analysis

Responses to the survey were entered directly into PDAs
(personal digital assistants, or handheld computers). The
PDAs were programmed with built-in skip patterns and
data checks so that it was not possible to enter an out-
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of-range response or to skip a question. The resulting
data was converted to an SPSS database with each
household/respondent as a case (household-level file).
The data were restructured into a separate file with
each net owned as the unit of analysis (net-level file).
The net-level file was used for this analysis of net use:
using each net owned as the unit of analysis, multivariate logistic regression was used to examine the relationship of the dependent variable “net used or not last
night” with 23 potentially explanatory independent variables having to do with characteristics of the household,
of the respondent, and of the net, specifically:
Household background characteristics

Urban or rural location; region; household head years of
education; family size; number of children under five
years of age; number of pregnant women; number of
nets in household; use of coils for mosquito control;
whether or not household received indoor residual
spraying (IRS) within the past year, and socioeconomic
status (SES).
Respondent characteristics

Years of education; knowledge that mosquitoes transmit
malaria.
Characteristics of the net

Whether or not net is currently treated (i.e.is an LLIN
or ITN); age, size, colour, and shape of net; condition of
net in terms of wear; cleanliness of net; where net was
obtained; brand of net; whether net was free or
purchased.
Given a dichotomous dependent variable and multiple
independent variables, multivariate logistic regression
was selected as the appropriate analytic procedure. The
analysis was conducted in STATA. A multivariate logistic regression model was built using the process recommended by Hosmer & Lemeshow [15] known as
“purposeful selection,” as follows:
(1) First, the relationship of each of the independent
variables with the dependent variable is investigated.
Each is tested by fitting univariate logistic regression
models and estimating odds ratios (OR). Those variables having a p-value of less than 0.25 are retained.
(2) For the variables retained, a correlation analysis
is conducted to test for collinearity. Where correlations occur at 0.6 or higher, only one of the variables
is kept for inclusion in the multivariate model. The
variable to be included was chosen by examining the
strength of the relationship with the dependent variable. The variable having a smaller p-value-and
therefore greater statistical significance-is retained,
and the other(s) removed.
(3) Once all independent variables significant at p <
0.25 are identified and correlations checked, the
remaining variables are entered together in a
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multivariate model. Those not significant at p < 0.05
level are then removed one by one, resulting in a
smaller model.
(4) After the smaller model is reached-where all the
independent variables were significant at p < 0.05each variable that had been removed from the initial
model is checked to make sure it was still non-significant. If a variable is significant after it is reentered into the smaller model, it is kept in the
model. These checks are conducted until it is clear
that the best final multiviariate model with all variables significant is obtained.

Results
Descriptive

The majority of the 1796 households surveyed-71%owned at least one net, with an average of 1.5 nets per
net-owning household. The total number of nets owned
by households in the sample was 1852, which constituted the sample for this analysis. Among those, 76%
were LLINs, 10% were ITNs but not LLINs, and 14%
were non-ITNs (i.e., were untreated or the treatment
had expired). Most nets (83%) were double-sized; 8%
were triple; 8% single, and less than 1% cot or crib
sized. The great majority of nets (95%) were rectangular
in shape; almost all of the rest were conical. The most
common colour was white (63%), followed by light blue
(18%), dark blue (7%), and green (7%). In terms of age,
43% of nets were less than a year old, 18% were at least
1 year old but less than two years old, 25% were at least
two years old but less than three years old, 8% were at
least three years old but less than four years old, and 5%
were four or more years old.
Nets were classified as free, purchased, or other. Purchased nets included those bought at subsidized prices,
those bought with vouchers, and those bought at full
commercial prices. A majority (64%) of nets owned had
been acquired free of charge; 34% had been purchased;
and 2% were acquired as a gift or through trade or barter.
Of nets owned, 59% reportedly had been used the prior
night-i.e., had someone sleeping under them the night
before the survey. About 1/5 (21%) of nets owned were
still in the sealed package, thus had never been used.
Univariate analysis

Of the 23 independent variables analysed, 16 were found
to be associated with net use at p < 0.25 and were
retained for further analysis. (See Additional File 1). At
the household level, those were region (Volta and upper
West), rural location, lower SES, higher levels of education for household head, not using coils for mosquito
control in the prior year, and fewer nets in the household. At the respondent level, both of the variables –
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higher years of education and knowing that mosquitoes
transmit malaria – were associated with net use. Of net
characteristics, those associated with the net being used
the prior night at p < 0.25 were newer age of net; colour
(light blue, green), size (double), condition of net (worn
with and without holes); cleanliness of net (only slightly
dirty); source of net (obtained from a drug store or
pharmacy); brand of net (PermaNet®); and having been
purchased rather than obtained free of charge.
After determining which independent variables were
related to the net being used the prior night at criterion
level p < 0.25, associations between these variables were
checked to avoid collinearity. Only one pair of variables
was significantly associated: condition of net (in terms
of wear/holes) and cleanliness of net (Chi-square p =
0.000). Condition of net was retained, based on its
stronger relationship with the dependent variable, and
cleanliness of net was dropped.
Multivariate analysis

The final multivariate model consisted of 10 variables
that had an association with a net being used the prior
night at a significance level of p < 0.05. (See Table 1.) In
this final model, a net was significantly more likely to be
used if the household it belonged to was in a rural
rather than urban area (OR = 1.92 [95% C.I. 1.49-2.47];
p = 0.000); was of lower SES status (OR = 1.11 for each
level decrease in SES [95% C.I. 1.00-1.22]; p < 0.05); had
not used coils for mosquito control in the prior 12
months (OR = 1.48 [95% C.I. 1.20-1.83]; p = 0.000), and
had fewer nets – no more than one (OR = 7.47 [95% C.
I. 4.87-11.43]; p = 0.000), or two (OR = 1.93 [95% C.I.
1.23-3.02]; p < 0.01) compared to three or more nets.
At the respondent level, nets owned by respondents
who were of higher educational level (for example, 10 to
12 years of education compared to none (OR = 2.32
[95% C.I. 1.58-3.40]; p = 0.000); and knew that mosquitoes transmit malaria (OR = 1.38 [95% C.I. 1.03-1.86]; p
< 0.05), were also significantly more likely to have been
used the prior night.
In terms of net characteristics, a net was significantly
more likely to have been used the prior night if it was
newer in age (for example, less than a year old compared
to 4 or more years old (OR = 2.44 [95% C.I. 1.46-4.05]; p
< 0.01); showed signs of wear compared to new (OR =
5.60 [95% C.I. 3.65-8.57]; p = 0.000), including holes (OR
= 3.12 [95% C.I. 1.67-5.84]; p = 0.000); was light blue as
opposed to white (OR = 1.38 [95% C.I. 1.04-1.83]; p <
0.05); and had been paid for rather than obtained free of
charge (OR = 1.88 [95% C.I. 1.49-2.38]; p = 0.000).

Discussion
Over 40% of nets in this sample had not been used the
prior night – a large proportion that represents
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Table 1 Final Multivariate Logistic Regression Model:
Predictors of “Net used last night”

Table 1 Final Multivariate Logistic Regression Model: Predictors of “Net used last night” (Continued)

INDEPENDENT VARIABLES

Yes*

OR^

P95% CI^
VALUE^

Urban-Rural
Urban

1.0

Rural***

1.92

0.000

1.49-2.47

0.045

1.00-1.22

0.000

1.20-1.83

SES
Highest level of SES

1.0

Each level decrease in SES*

1.11

Used coils in past 12 months
Yes

1.0

No***

1.48

Number of nets in household
3 or more nets

1.0

Two nets**

1.93

0.004

1.23-3.02

One net***

7.47

0.000

4.87-11.43

Free net/purchased net
Free

1.0

Purchased***

1.88

0.000

1.49-2.38

Other (gift/trade/barter)

1.0

0.996

0.48-2.10

0.90-2.91

Age of net
4 or more years

1.0

3 years

1.62

0.109

2 years**

2.30

0.002

1.37-3.86

1 year old**

2.39

0.001

1.40-4.07

< 1 year old**

2.44

0.001

1.46-4.05

Condition of net
New, like new

1.0

Worn, no holes***

5.60

0.000

3.65-8.57

Worn, holes***

3.12

0.000

1.67-5.84

Did not see net***

2.05

0.000

1.60-2.61

Colour of net
White

1.0

Light blue*

1.38

0.024

1.04-1.83

Dark blue

0.82

0.353

0.55-1.24

Turquoise

1.12

0.741

0.58-2.17

Green

1.40

0.118

0.92-2.12

Other

0.87

0.739

0.38-1.97

0.006

1.15-2.38

Respondent years of education
None
1-6 years**

1
1.66

7-9 years*

1.48

0.016

1.08-2.03

10-12 years***

2.32

0.000

1.58-3.40

13 or more years***

2.32

0.001

1.41-3.83

Knows that mosquitoes transmit malaria
No

1

1.38

0.033

1.03-1.86

N = 1852
^OR, adjusted odds ratio; P-value for Wald statistic; CI, 95% confidence
interval
*p < 0.05, **p < 0.01, ***p < 0.001
Pseudo R2: 0.1521

considerable loss of protection against malaria, especially
since the survey took place during the rainy season. The
intent of this analysis was to shed light on the factors
that affected whether a net owned by a household was
used the previous night, using the net as the unit of
analysis. The final multivariate model from this study
found that the factors associated with whether a given
net was used the prior night were rural location, lower
SES, not using coils for mosquito control, fewer nets in
the household, newer nets and those in better condition,
light blue colour, higher level of education of the
mother, knowing that mosquitoes transmit malaria, and
paying for the net instead of obtaining it free of charge.
Some of these findings confirm intuitive reasoning.
For example, old nets were less likely to be used than
newer ones; the data show that a net that is less than a
year old is far more likely to be used than a net that is
four or more years old. Old nets are likely to be worn
and unattractive, and possibly ineffective. Similarly, a
net that showed signs of wear but had no holes was far
more likely to be in use than one that was “new/like
new"-since most nets categorized as “new/like new”
were still in the package, unused. Nets with holes were
also more likely than a “new/like new” net to be usednot as likely as one without holes but more likely than
one still in package or kept carefully stored. The worn
condition is the effect of use rather than something that
prompts use, but when a net gets so worn that it has
large holes, it discourages use since it provides less protection against malaria and nuisance biting.
The mother/guardian’s educational level and knowledge were found to be associated with a net being used,
as in other studies [1,10,16-18]. This analysis found that
the odds of a net being used in a household where the
mother/guardian had at least 10 years of education were
2.32 compared to a net owned by a respondent with no
education. The odds of a net being used belonging to a
mother/guardian who knew that mosquitoes transmit
malaria was 1.4 in comparison to a net belonging to a
mother who did not know the transmission vector.
The odds of a particular net being used decreased
with the number of nets owned by the household. In
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other words, the more nets available in the household,
the less likely that a given net will be used. Indeed, 21%
of nets owned had never been used and were still in the
package. Research in Ethiopia on unused nets found
that households may keep additional net(s) unused
because there is no room to hang it, or keep it in
reserve net for when the one being used wears out, or
keep it as an asset that can be converted to cash when
needed. Families that were well off might keep an extra
net for guests [19].
The finding that a net is more likely to be used if
there are fewer nets in the household may appear to
contradict other studies that find that a child under five
or a pregnant women is more likely to sleep under a net
if there are more nets in the household [4,5,10]. However, those studies have a slightly different focus, which
is to look at the factors associated with a child or pregnant woman using a net, since a Roll Back Malaria indicator is the percent of vulnerable groups sleeping under
a net; therefore in those studies the child or pregnant
woman is the unit of analysis. This study uses the net as
the unit of analysis since it is focused on use and nonuse of nets in the household, which is of particular
interest in the wake of large-scale bednet distributions
that intend to put multiple nets in households, allow
bednet use beyond vulnerable groups, and extend some
protection even to those not sleeping under a net by
killing and repelling more mosquitoes. The two findings
are not contradictory; they result from examining different questions. It is important to distinguish between the
two, especially when making policy decisions.
In this analysis, 63% of nets owned were white but
light blue nets were more likely to be used than white
nets. Light blue nets are available in the commercial
market in Ghana and were also distributed in some
areas free of charge to the household. Possibly light blue
is preferred to white because colour does not show dirt
as readily as white, or because a coloured net is considered decorative. Although colour of net was statistically
significant, shape and size of net, as well as brand, were
not. Brand did just border significance in the univariate
analysis, with Olyset® less likely to be used than PermaNet®-but dropped out when adjusted for the other variables in the final model. Shape of net was a strong
predictor of use in Ethiopia as well as Sri Lanka [19,20],
with conical nets much more likely to be in use than
rectangular ones. Conical nets fit rural houses in Ethiopia more readily than rectangular nets do, but in Ghana
that may not be the case.
Surprisingly, treatment status of net-untreated versus
ITN/LLIN-did not show an association with use. The
great majority of nets were LLINs, but it might be
expected that the small proportion of untreated nets
(10%) would be less likely to be in use.
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The odds of a net from a household that had used
coils for mosquito protection in the prior year being
used were lower than for a net from a household that
had not used coils, suggesting that households use coils
to substitute for net use. The survey from which the
data were drawn found that coils were used across the
socio-economic spectrum among 58% of households,
and that about 43% of those households used them virtually daily. In Ghana, it may be important to dispel the
idea that nets are not needed if you burn coils.
Although use of coils appeared to substitute for net
use, use of commercial aerosol spray and having one’s
house sprayed with IRS did. Perhaps coils, because of
their low price, can be used consistently whereas aerosol
spray cannot; only 18% of the lowest SES households
had used aerosol spray in the prior year, compared with
63% of the highest SES households. It is also probable
that aerosols are not particularly effective in rural and
poor urban homes where it is difficult to close off
rooms. One might surmise that nets would be less likely
to be used in households receiving indoor residual
spraying, as was found in a study in Mozambique and
Nigeria [21,22]. The lack of statistical relationship with
IRS in this study may have to do with the small number
of households in the sample that had been sprayed in
the prior year: 104, or 5.6% of the sample.
A net that was purchased was much more likely to be
used than one acquired free of charge. The net use study in
Ethiopia that also used the net as the unit of analysis found
the same result [19]. An item that is purchased is one that
is wanted or needed. If a decision is made to purchase a
net, it implies that the benefits of having-and using-a net
are recognized, which is not necessarily the case if the net
has been given. Further, if a net is purchased, the desired
size and colour can be selected. The finding suggests that it
is important to devise strategies for supporting the commercial market for nets while making nets available
through mass distribution. Such a strategy would also lay
the foundation for a sustained supply of nets.
There are some limitations of this study. The data collection instrument was not designed specifically for a
net use study; secondary analysis was conducted to look
at the issue. A study designed specifically for net use
would ideally include attitudinal questions about perceived mosquito risk at the time of interview (since
mosquito population levels vary by season and by locale)
and perceived current effectiveness of the net in protecting against mosquitoes; size of the house in terms of
space for hanging nets and use of space in terms of
dedicated to sleeping versus multiple use; and shape of
the house to look at ease or difficulty of hanging different types of nets within the house structure. All of these
have been found to influence whether or not nets
already present in the household are used [19,23,24].
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Conclusions
There is concerted work by the LLIN community to
increase use of nets owned to maximize their impact on
reducing the burden of malaria. The results of this study
suggest that net use would increase in Ghana if coloured
nets were made available in mass distributions as well as in
the commercial market; if programmes emphasize that
malaria is caused only by night-biting mosquitoes, and that
nets protect against malaria better than coils and need to
be used even if coils are burning; if donated nets are
replaced more frequently so that households have nets that
are in good condition; and if there were support for the
commercial market so that those who can afford to purchase a net and want to choose their own nets can do so.

Page 6 of 6

5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

10.

Additional material
Additional file 1: Supplementary table: Univariate Logistic
Regression Results for Predictors of “Net used last night”.

11.

12.
Acknowledgements
The authors would like to acknowledge Ms. M. Celeste Marin who
developed the sampling strategy, co-led the fieldwork in Ghana, oversaw
data quality control, and constructed the initial data sets that were used for
this analysis. We also thank Dr. Megan Deitchler for her careful review of the
manuscript. The survey from which the data came was carried out under
the USAID-funded NetMark project, 1999-2009, managed by AED. The Global
Health, Population, and Nutrition (GHPN) Group at AED provided support for
analyzing the data and writing the article. AED’s ongoing programs have
been acquired by FHI Development 360. The authors are grateful to FHI
Development 360 for providing funding for the publication of this article.
Authors’ contributions
CAB designed and implemented the survey and wrote the article. AFK
conducted the data analysis. Both authors read and approved the final
manuscript.
Authors’ information
CAB was Research Director for the NetMark project at AED and AFK was on
the research staff. CAB is currently an independent consultant and AFK is a
researcher at ICF International.

13.
14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.
Received: 31 January 2011 Accepted: 15 September 2011
Published: 15 September 2011
References
1. Ndjinga J, Minakawa N: The importance of education to increase the use
of bed nets in villages outside of Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the
Congo. Malar J 2010, 9:279.
2. Oyeyemi A, Alawode A, Sogunro R: Ownership and Utilization of LLIN
after LLIN distribution campaign in a South Western state of Nigeria.
Malar J 2010, 9(suppl 2):34.
3. Fettene M, Balkew M, Gimblet C: Utilization, retention and bio-efficacy
studies of PermaNet in selected villages in Buie and Fentalie districts of
Ethiopia. Malar J 2009, 8:114.
4. Korenromp EL, Miller J, Cibulskis RE, Kabir Cham M, Alnwick D, Dye C:
Monitoring mosquito net coverage for malaria control in Africa:
possession vs. use by children under 5 years. Trop Med Int Health 2003,
8:693-703.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Eisele TP, Keating J, Littrell M, Larsen D, Macintyre K: Assessment of
insecticide-treated bednet use among children and pregnant women
across 15 countries using standardized national surveys. Am J Trop Med
Hyg 2009, 80:209-214.
Afolabi BM, Sofola OT, Fatunmbi BS, Komakech W, Okoh F, Saliu O,
Otsemobor P, Oresanya OB, Amajoh CN, Fasiku D, Jalingo I: Household
possession, use and non-use of treated or untreated mosquito nets in
two ecologically diverse regions of Nigeria–Niger Delta and Sahel
Savannah. Malar J 2009, 8:30.
Frey C, Traoré C, De Allegri M, Kouyaté B, Müller O: Compliance of young
children with ITN protection in rural Burkina Faso. Malar J 2006, 5:70.
Goesch JN, Schwarz NG, Decker ML, Oyakhirome S, Borchert LB,
Kombila UD, Poetschke M, Lell B, Issifou S, Kremsner PG, Grobusch MP:
Socio-economic status is inversely related to bed net use in Gabon.
Malar J 2008, 7:60.
Thwing J, Hochberg N, Eng J, Issifi S, Eliades MJ, Minkoulou E, Wolkon A,
Gado H, Ibrahim O, Newman RD, Lama M: Insecticide-treated net
ownership and usage in Niger after a nationwide integrated campaign.
Trop Med Int Health 2008, 13:827-834.
Macintyre K, Okbaidt Y, Zerom M, Sosier S, Ghebremeskel T, Eisele T: Rolling
out insecticide treated nets in Eritrea: examining the determinants of
possession and use in malarious zones during the rainy season. Trop
Med Int Health 2006, 11:824-834.
Baume CA, Marin MC: Intra-household mosquito net use in Ethiopia,
Ghana, Mali, Nigeria, Senegal, and Zambia: are nets being used? Who in
the household uses them? Am J Trop Med Hyg 2007, 77:963-971.
Tsuang A, Lines J, Hanson K: Which family members use the best nets?
An analysis of the condition of mosquito nets and their distribution
within households in Tanzania. Malar J 2010, 9:211.
Githinji S, Herbst S, Kistemann T, Noor A: Mosquito nets in a rural area of
Western Kenya: ownership, use and quality. Malaria J 2010, 9:250.
Baume C, Marin CM, Franca Koh A: NetMark 2008 Household Survey on
Insecticide-Treated Nets in Ghana. AED/USAID [http://netmarkafrica.org/
research].
Hosmer D, Lemeshow S: Applied logistic regression. Second edition. John
Wiley and Sons; 2000.
Ng’and’a P, Jayasinghe G, Kimani V, Shililu J, Kabutha C, Kabuage L,
Githure J, Mutero C: Bed net use and associated factors in a rice farming
community in Central Kenya. Malar J 2009, 8:64.
Belay M, Deressa W: Use of insecticide treated nets by pregnant women
and associated factors in a predominantly rural population in northern
Ethiopia. Trop Med Int Health 2008, 13:1301-1313.
Pettifor A, Taylor E, Nku D, Duvall S, Tabala M, Meshnick S, Behets F: Bed
net ownership, use and perceptions among women seeking antenatal
care in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC): Opportunities for
improved maternal and child health. BMC Public Health 2008, 8:331.
Baume C, Reithinger R, Woldehanna S: Factors associated with use and
non-use of mosquito nets owned in Oromia and Amhara Regional
States, Ethiopia. Malar J 2009, 8:264.
Fernando SD, Abeyasinghe RR, Galappaththy GNL, Gunawardena N,
Rajapakse LC: Community factors affecting long-lasting impregnated
mosquito net use for malaria control in Sri Lanka. Trans R Soc Trop Med
Hyg 2002, 102:1081-1088.
Chase C, Sicuri E, Sacoor C, Nhalungo D, Nhacolo A, Alonso PL,
Menéndez C: Determinants of household demand for bed nets in a rural
area of southern Mozambique. Malar J 2009, 8:132.
Brieger WR, Onyido AE, Sexton JD, Ezike V, Breman JG, Ekanem OJ:
Monitoring community response to malaria control using insecticideimpregnated bed nets, curtains and residual spray at Nsukka, Nigeria.
Health Education Research 1996, 11:133-145.
Toé LP, Skovmand O, Dabiré KR, Diabaté A, Diallo Y, Doannio JMC,
Akogbeto M, Baldet T, Gruénais E: Decreased motivation in the use of
insecticide-treated nets in a malaria endemic area in Burkina Faso. Malar
J 2009, 8:175.
Iwashita H, Dida G, Sonye G, Kaneko S, Horio M, Kawada H, Maekawa Y,
Aoki Y, Minakawa N: Sleeping arrangement and house structure affect
bed net use in villages along Lake Victoria. Malar J 2010, 9:176.

doi:10.1186/1475-2875-10-265
Cite this article as: Baume and Franca-Koh: Predictors of mosquito net
use in Ghana. Malaria Journal 2011 10:265.

